Statewide Academic Council Summary ~ May 16, 2013

Present: Dana Thomas, Susan Henrichs, Rick Caulfield, Robert Boeckmann, Elisha Baker, Helena
Wisniewski, Gwen Gruenig, Fred Villa, Mark Myers

1.


http://www.alaska.edu/research/sac/new-programs/
http://www.alaska.edu/studentservices/staff/ua-grad-surveys/UA-Grad-Survey-2012.pdf

UAS — McDowell ran a retention survey and intends to do this every 3 years- ran in 2009 and in



not funded last year for FY15 or do we adopt some new ones that may arise in the fall from
industry.

9. Discussion - What would you think of BOR policy including the following:

a. Required UA common placement tests, placement scores, and expiration dates for
English and Math — the tests, scores, and expiration would be mutually agreed upon by
faculty alliance - potential students and their parents would appreciate this.



10. Roundtable — Robert — UAA discussion on MOOCs - the catalog will read (roughly) “at this time
we will not accept ACE recommendation of accepting MOOCs for credit.” However, this is
dynamic and will be reassessed as needed. UAS took some exception to this. This may create a
new transfer issue for the UA system if other MAUs behave differently.

Rick — UAS SOE is offering a MOOC. Would UAA accept that course for credit? Robert indicated
that the UAA motion addressed ACE recommended MOOCS outside the system. Robert does
not have an answer specifically but it depends on the broadness of the interpretation. A robust
discussion is needed. Robert — UAA not concerned about distance courses but are concerned
about MOOCs assessment of student learning. Add MOOC discussion to June meeting — Robert
will work on definition of MOOC and how this is distinguished from distance education
generally. Also, how do we deal with regionally accredited institutions transferring credits to us
that result from MOOCs.



